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secretaries, Dr. J. Macpherson and Dr. G. M. Robertson.
’F. Neurology : President, Dr. Byrom Bramwell ; honorary
.secretaries, Dr. R. A. Fleming and Dr. W. F. Robertson.
G. Pathology : President, Professor W. S. Greenfield,
M.D. Lond. ; honorary secretaries, Mr. H. J. Stiles
and Dr. R. Muir. H. Pharmacology and Therapeutics :
President, Dr. J. 0. Affleck; honorary secretaries, Dr. R. D.
Helm and Dr. A. L. Gillespie. I. Ophthalmology: President,
Dr. D. Argyll Robertson ; honorary secretaries, Dr. W. G.
Sym and Dr. A. MacGillivray. J. Laryngology and Otology:
President, Dr. P. MacBride ; honorary secretaries, Dr. A. B.
Kelly and Dr. A. L. Turner. K. Diseases of Children: Pre.

sident, Dr. Joseph Bell; honorary secretaries, Dr. G. H. M.
Dunlop, Dr. J. Thomson, and Dr. W. S. Colman. L. Derma-

tology : President, Dr. W. A. Jamieson; honorary secretaries,
Dr. J. Limont and Dr. N. Walker. M. Medicine in Relation
to Life Assurance: President, Dr. Claud Muirhead; honorary
secretaries. Dr. J. Murdoch Brown and Dr. F. D. Boyd.
N. Tropical Diseases: President, Dr. P. Manson; honorary
secretaries, Mr. J. Cantlie and Surgeon-Captain M. L.

Hughes. 0. Anatomy: President, Sir J. Struthers, M.D.
Edin. ; honorary secretaries, Dr. D. Hepburn and Dr. J. R.
Whitaker. P. Physiology: President, Professor W. Rather-
ford, M.D. Edin. ; honorary secretaries, Dr. E. W. W.
Carlier and Dr. R. A. Young.

THE FATE OF PRESCRIPTIONS.

IN a very well-known and deservedly popular Sunday news-
paper, which some little time ago took the right course of
doing away with its medical information column, there
appears week by week an article written specially for women.
In the issue of Jan. 9th the writer of this article relates the

following story. She had a friend who, although aged forty-
five years, could and did sit with her face to the light and
did not show a wrinkle. This filled the writer of the article
with admiration and she said so. Whereupon " she gave me
a box of what she called ’ Face Massage Cream’ and told me
the history of her case....... Eight years ago she noticed
her first wrinkle ...... more wrinkles appeared until she was
quite in despair. Finally she went to see a celebrated
doctor in Harley-street ...... and he gave her a prescription.
...... She has given the prescription to dozens of her friends
and they have been so pleased with it that now she thinks
seriously of putting it on the market, so that it may have in
the future a wider field of usefulness........ Nearly a year
has passed since I wrote this article, and meantime my friend
has placed the face massage cream upon the market, and it
can now be found at ............. Full directions are given
with each box, and I will answer any letters privately about
it." It seems to us a most extraordinary thing that two
educated ladies should not only be apparently quite unaware
of the blatant dishonesty of this procedure but should also
not be ashamed to publish it in the press. "She thinks

seriously of putting it on the market." But it is not hers
to put. -

THE TOWN COUNCIL AND THE MEDICAL
PROFESSION OF BATH.

WE lately reported and commented on a meeting of the
medical profession of Bath summoned on the invitation of
the Mayor to confer with regard to some scheme for securing
the harmonious cooperation of the profession and the cor-
poration in respect of the fall utilisation of the baths of that
historical city. The meeting ended in a resolution, sug-
gested by the Mayor, that the profession should resolve itself
as a whole into a committee for this purpose and elect an
executive and perhaps a sub-committee to confer with
the council when necessary on questions of a medical
or quasi-medical character. The Mayor at a recent

meeting of the corporation reported the matter. We

regret to say that some members of the town council

objected to adopt the course so sensibly proposed by .

the Mayor, appearing to think that it might interfere with
the independence of the corporation in the management of
the baths for which they are responsible to the rate-

payers. We are sure that such an action of a committee
is far from the conception of the profession and that
on mature reflection Mr. Ricketts and other councillors will
see that it is not involved in the plan suggested by the
Mayor, the essence of which was to secure the judgment
of the profession as a whole apart from any few members of
it who might be in the corporation or have the ear of its
members. Unfortunately one circumstance gave a little
excuse to those who hesitated to adopt the Mayor’s sug. ’

gestion. The whole profession of Bath, numbering some

ninety practitioners, includes two or three homoeopaths.
These were not included in the invitation of the Mayor to
the profession. The circumstance has raised the whole
ethical question of meeting homoeopaths, thus embarrassing
the Mayor and imperilling the success of his excellent
scheme. The profession itself, we gather, is divided on the
question, part holding that the rules which regulate con-

sultation with homoeopaths should obtain here, and part
that the question is quite a different one. We are asked
for our opinion and we have no hesitation in saying that
we regard the question as quite simple. The meeting of
a homoeopath in a consultation is quite a different matter
from meeting him in a committee. For the latter purpose
he is a member of the profession as much as any other

practitioner and entitled to a voice in a committee of the
whole profession. In any such general committee the

hom&oelig;opathic practitioner will always be in a hopeless
minority. His system has had a hundred years to commend
itself and it remains a fantastic fad of a small section of
the profession. But, this fact notwithstanding, he is by
law in the profession and entitled to all the amenities of it
when they do not involve others in grave ethical difficulties
which cannot well arise out of any reasonable cooperation
between the profession and the corporation. In the circum-
stances arising at Bath we should advise the entire elimina-
tion of the distinction of regular and homoeopathic practi-
tioner so as to facilitate the object of the Mayor. If it falls

through let it not be due to the fault of the profession.

SCHOOL SANITATION AT NAPLES.

SINCE the appalling epidemic of cholera which decimated
the population of Naples notable efforts have been made to
improve the sanitary conditions of that town. Unfortunately
there was so much to be done that it is not surprising if a
great deal still remains undone. Thus Professor Eugenio
Fazio in a report prepared for the Minister of Pablic In-
struction gives a terrible picture of the actual condition of
the elementary schools at Naples. From this official docu-
ment we gather that Naples now possesses a population of
539,395 inhabitants, and yet there are only 81 schools
for primary education. They are subdivided into 41
schools and 270 classes for boys and 40 schools and
210 classes for girls. These schools accommodate 11,518 ’

boys and 8825 girls-total, 20,3t3 pupils. This is

just about half the number of places that should be

provided if the law on primary education was faithfully
enforced. Thus 2200 demands for admission have had to
be rejected. Of these 81 schools 6 are qualified from the
sanitary point of view as good, 45 as bad, and 30 as

homicidal. Sixty-six schools are in buildings that were not
constructed as schools but as dwellings let out in flats. In

many cases one or two flats have been rented in houses that
are situated in very narrow streets. The school is often on
the third or fourth floor and reached by a dark dirty
staircase where foul closets are situated. The class-
rooms vary greatly in respect to height, cubic capacity,


